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Course  information 


Instructor  -  contact  details 


Associate  Professor,  Faculty  of  Law;  Co-Director,  Sydney  Centre  for  International  Law, 
University  of  Sydney 


Dr  Fleur  Johns 


Room  606,  Law  School  Building  (F10),  University  of  Sydney  NSW  2006,  Australia 
http://sydnev.edu.au/law/about/people/profiles/fleur.iohns.php 


+61  410  345  372 


fleur.johns@svdney.edu.au 


Preferred  method  of  communication 

Outside  of  the  class,  email  is  the  best  method  of  communicating  with  me.  In  addition, 
I  am  happy  to  meet  with  students  outside  class  by  appointment. 

Overview 

This  course  explores  the  role  that  international  legal  thought  and  practice  play  in 
shaping  physical  and  conceptual  spaces  and  spatial  relations,  as  well  as  the  impact 
that  spatial  motifs,  ideas  and  distinctions  have  on  international  legal  work.  The 
questions  to  which  this  unit  will  repeatedly  return  are  twofold:  (1)  how  is  international 
law  implicated  in  our  understandings  of  space  and  place;  and  (2)  how  do  these 
understandings,  in  turn,  inform  the  development  and  interpretation  of  international 
law? 

Objectives 

The  objectives  of  this  course  are: 

1)  to  strengthen  and  embolden  students’  capacities  for  critical  analysis  by 
revisiting  international  legal  doctrines  and  policies  with  which  they  have 
otherwise  become  familiar,  turning  attention  to  their  spatial  dimensions, 
techniques  of  placement  and  geographic  implications; 

2)  to  encourage  students’  capacities  for  innovative  thinking  and  independent 
research  in  the  international  legal  field; 

3)  to  refine  students’  abilities  for  close  and  attentive  reading  of  international  legal 
scholarly  work  and  a  diverse  range  of  related  materials; 

4)  to  develop  further  students’  ability  to  write  clearly  about  legal  ideas  and  legal 
materials  by  inviting  engagement  with  questions  surrounding  the  spatial 
dynamics  of  international  law. 
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Reading  Materials 


The  compulsory  reading  materials  for  this  course  will  be  provided  to  students  as 
printed  materials. 


Students  who  wish  to  undertake  additional  reading  on  a  particular  topic,  or  pursue 
research  beyond  the  course  materials,  are  welcome  to  contact  the  Instructor  for 
recommendations. 


Class  Schedule 


Monday  January  13,  2014 

12.30pm-2.00pm 

FA3 

Tuesday  January  14,  2014 

10.30am-12.20pm 

FA3 

Wednesday  January  15,  2014 

8.30am-10.20am 

FA3 

Thursday  January  16,  2014 

12.30pm-2.00pm 

FA3 

Friday  January  17,  2014 

2.10pm-4.00pm 

FA3 

Monday  January  20,  2014 

8.30am-10.20am 

FA3 

Tuesday  January  21, 2014 

2.10pm-4.00pm 

FA3 

Thursday  January  23,  2014 

10.30am-12.20pm 

FA3 

Note:  For  up  to  date  schedule  information,  visit  the  following  link: 

http://www.law.utoronto.ca/academic-proqrams/academic- 

handbook/svllabus/intensive-courses-info/intensive-course-schedule 


Assessment 


Assessment 

task 

Due  date 

%  of 

final 

mark 

Assessment  details/additional 
instructions 

2500-3000 
word  paper 

Thursday 

February 

13  2014 

by  4.00pm 

100% 

Detailed  instructions  and  assessment  criteria  will 
be  circulated  in  the  first  class. 

In-class 

participation 

January 

13  to 

January 

23  2014 

0% 

Although  it  is  not  a  formal  assessment 
component,  students  are  strongly  encouraged  to 
participate  in  class  discussion.  Students  who  feel 
that  their  participation  in  class  is  impeded  in  any 
way  should  contact  the  Instructor  immediately 
with  their  concerns. 
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Overview  of  Topics 


Day 

Date 

Topic 

1 

January  13  2014 

Placing  international  law 

2 

January  14  2014 

Jurisdiction 

3 

January  15  2014 

Territoriality 

4 

January  16  2014 

The  global  market 

5 

January  17  2014 

Centre/Periphery;  East/West;  North/South;  Metropole/Colony 

6 

January  20  2014 

Nature  and  the  global  commons 

7 

January  21  2014 

Expertise,  professions  and  the  placement  of  knowledge 

8 

January  23  2014 

Geographies  of  hope,  transgression  and  reform  for 
international  law 

Reading  Guide 

It  will  be  assumed  that  you  have  read  all  reading  prior  to  the  relevant  class.  Since  public 
international  law  was  a  prerequisite  for  this  course,  you  are  also  invited  to  refer  back  to  earlier 
studies  in  this  field  in  reflecting  upon  the  questions  posed  below.  Ail  readings  listed  below  are 
included  in  the  printed  materials. 

1.  Placing  International  Law 

Here  are  some  questions  for  you  to  consider  in  reading: 

In  what  ways  might  international  law  be  understood  as  a  spatial  discipline  or  a  discipline 
concerned  with  place?  What  are  some  of  its  spatial  characteristics?  What  are  some  of  the 
implications  of  reading  and  thinking  about  international  law  and  international  legal  issues 
in  spatial,  architectural  or  geographic  terms?  How  might  this  differ  from,  or  relate  to,  the 
historical  study  of  international  law?  Further,  what  might  you  expect  to  emerge  from 
examination  of  a  particular  space  or  a  category  of  spaces  for  its/their  international  legal 
dimensions?  Does  international  law  have  a  distinctive  scale,  or  set  of  scales,  or  a 
characteristic  perspectival  grid?  What  methodologies  are  available  to  enable  us  to 
investigate  international  law  geographically  and/or  to  probe  the  international  legal 
dimensions  of  places  and  spatial  relations?  How  are  Landauer’s  and  Riles’  approaches  to 
the  geography  or  architecture  of  international  law  different? 


Reading: 

Annelise  Riles,  The  View  from  the  International  Plane:  Perspective  and  Scale  in  the 
Architecture  of  Colonial  International  Law’  (1995)  6  Law  &  Critique  39-54 

Carl  Landauer,  'Regionalism,  Geography  and  the  International  Legal  Imagination’  (2010- 
2011)  1 1  Chicago  Journal  of  International  Law  557-595 
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2.  Jurisdiction 

Here  are  some  questions  for  you  to  consider  in  reading: 

What  is  suggested  by  a  focus  on  questions  of  jurisdiction  (as  opposed  to  questions  of 
sovereignty,  status,  identity,  responsibility,  or  legal  interpretation)  as  central  and 
persistent  preoccupations  of  international  law?  Are  Simma/Muller,  Dorsett/McVeigh  and 
Pahuja  all  writing  about  (international  legal)  jurisdiction  in  the  same  way?  How  (if  at  all) 
are  their  accounts  of  that  jurisdiction,  and  ‘battles’  over  that  jurisdiction,  different?  What 
techniques  do  international  lawyers  bring  to  bear  in  establishing  jurisdiction?  What 
questions  are  raised  when  the  jurisdiction  of  an  international  legal  decision-maker  or  actor 
gets  contested?  How  (if  at  all)  is  this  different  to  other  modes  of  international  legal 
conflict?  Is  jurisdiction  a  spatial  concept  or  not? 


Reading: 

Bruno  Simma  and  Andreas  Th.  Muller,  ‘Exercise  and  Limits  of  Jurisdiction’  in  James 
Crawford  and  Martti  Koskenniemi  (eds),  The  Cambridge  Companion  to  International  Law 
(2012)  134-157 

Shaunnagh  Dorsett  and  Shaun  McVeigh,  Jurisdiction  (2012)  1-6 

Sundhya  Pahuja,  ‘Laws  of  Encounter:  A  Jurisdictional  Account  of  International  Law’ 
(2013)  1  London  Review  of  International  Law  63-98 


3.  Territoriality 

Here  are  some  questions  for  you  to  consider  in  reading: 

In  what  ways  does  international  law  territorialise  people  and  things?  How  are  relations 
among  people  and  things  structured  and  maintained  through  territory?  In  what  ways  has 
de-territorialisation  or  a  de-linking  from  territory  been  brought  about  through  international 
law?  What  role  does  territory  play  in  establishing  international  law’s  authority  as  such? 
How  does  the  ‘territorial  temptation'  (Oxman)  constrain  international  legal  work  and 
argument  and  how  does  it  animate  or  enable  them?  Conversely,  what  role  does 
international  law  play  in  establishing  the  ‘givenness'  of  territory  and/or  of  particular 
configurations  of  territory?  Does  territory  comprise  international  law’s  background  or  its 
foreground  -  an  input  or  an  output  -  or  are  they  otherwise  related?  How  is  international 
law  bounded?  How  does  international  law  authorise  and  de-authorise  boundaries  and 
their  placement  in  particular  locales? 

Reading 

Ian  Brownlie,  ‘Territorial  Sovereignty’  in  Principles  of  Public  International  Law  (8th  ed., 
2012)  203-214 

Bernard  H.  Oxman,  'The  Territorial  Temptation:  A  Siren  Song  at  Sea’  (2006)  100 
American  Journal  of  International  Law  830-851 


4  The  global  market 

Here  are  some  questions  for  you  to  consider  in  reading: 

What  places  do  you  think  of  when  you  think  of  ‘the  global  market’?  How  are  those  places 
linked  and/or  driven  apart  in  international  legal  thought  and  practice?  How  does  global 
space  need  to  be  legally  arranged  and  maintained  in  order  for  the  ‘free’  market  to  operate 
as  such?  How  does  international  law  stabilize  or  destabilize  market  configurations?  What 
do  you  make  of  attempts  to  pursue  international  legal  objectives  along  global  supply 
chains,  rather  than  via  other  (bilateral,  multilateral)  routes  that  international  legal  work  has 
traditionally  traversed?  If,  as  Bestor  claims  (citing  Hannerz),  'cities. ..are  good  to  think 
with,  as  we  try  to  grasp  the  networks  of  relationships  which  organize  the  global  ecumene 
of  today’,  then  how  does  thinking  with  the  supply  chain  compare? 
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Reading 

Theodore  C.  Bestor,  'Supply-Side  Sushi:  Commodity,  Market,  and  the  Global  City’  (2001) 
103  American  Anthropologist  76-92 

Deborah  Cowen,  ‘A  Geography  of  Logistics:  Market  Authority  and  the  Security  of  Supply 
Chains'  (2010)  100  Annals  of  the  Association  of  American  Geographers  600-620 

Li-Wen  Lin,  ‘Corporate  Social  Accountability  Standards  in  the  Global  Supply  Chain: 
Resistance,  Reconsideration,  and  Resolution  in  China’  (2007)  15  Cardozo  Journal  of 
International  and  Comparative  Law  321-370  [extracts] 


5.  Centre/Periphery;  East/West;  North/South;  Metropole/Colony 

Here  are  some  questions  for  you  to  consider  in  reading: 

How  are  ‘centre-periphery  patterns  of  dynamic  inequality’  (Kennedy)  discernible  in  the 
spaces  where  you  live,  study  and  work  and  what  are  some  of  their  implications  for  the 
way  you  and  others  live  (in)  those  spaces?  Kennedy  describes  international  law  linking 
and  structuring  centre-periphery  patterns  and  placing  people  and  things  within  them:  how 
does  international  law  carry  out  this  work  of  placement?  What  other  types  of  placing  work 
do  international  lawyers  typically  perform?  With  what  political,  economic  or  ethical 
projects  might  a  redescription  of  the  'South’,  the  ‘East’,  the  ‘Periphery’  and/or  the  ‘Colony’ 
as  centres  of  international  lawfulness  be  associated?  In  other  words,  what  effect  (if  any) 
might  it  have  on  international  legal  work  to  think  any  one  of  these  terms  as  central? 

Reading: 

David  Kennedy,  ‘Law  and  the  Political  Economy  of  the  World’  (2013)  26  Leiden  Journal  of 
International  Law  7-48 


6.  Nature  and  the  global  commons 

Here  are  some  questions  for  you  to  consider  in  reading: 

When  an  area  of  physical  space  is  declared  'natural',  ‘common  heritage'  or  otherwise 
worthy  of  international  legal  protection,  what  happens  to  the  legal  and  social  relations  that 
occur  (or  might  yet  occur)  in  and  around  that  space?  What  happens  -  or  what  must 
happen  -  to  the  space  itself?  Why  examine  the  practices  and  processes  through  which 
nature  has  been  constructed  in  or  through  international  law?  Is  there  an  argument  to  be 
made  against  trying  to  grasp  nature  as  constituted  in  such  ways?  What  might  getting 
‘beyond’  nature  in  these  terms  imply? 


Reading: 

David  Delaney,  'Making  Nature/Marking  Humans:  Law  as  a  Site  of  (Cultural)  Production’ 
(2001)  91  Annals  of  the  Association  of  American  Geographers  487-503 

Jutta  Brunnee,  'Common  Areas,  Common  Heritage,  and  Common  Concern’  in  Daniel 
Bodansky,  Jutta  Brunnee  and  Ellen  Hey  (eds),  The  Oxford  Handbook  of  International 
Environmental  Law  (2007)  551-573 

Shaunnagh  Dorsett  and  Shaun  McVeigh,  Jurisdiction  (2012)  46-47  ('Forest  law') 


7.  Expertise,  professions  and  the  placement  of  knowledge 

Here  are  some  questions  for  you  to  consider  in  reading: 

Where  is  international  legal  authority  generated  and  accumulated  globally  and  how  does 
it  move  between  different  sites?  How,  if  at  all,  does  the  rubric  of  the  ‘field’  (used  by 
Dezalay  and  Garth)  aid  analysis  of  these  movements?  To  what  extent  are  distinct 
international  legal  fields  or  settings  transparent  to  one  another?  Should  they  be?  How 
would  you  envisage  being  a  student,  scholar  and/or  practitioner  of  international  law  in 
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Toronto  might  be  different  to  doing  so  in  Tehran  or  Tokyo?  From  what  vantage  point  is  it 
even  conceivable  to  make  such  a  comparison?  To  what  extent  are  international  lawyers 
equipped  by  their  disciplinary  training  to  move  between  the  discipline’s  localities  (as 
Koskenniemi  suggests  international  lawyers  should)  and  to  evaluate  the  ‘transboundary 
impacts’  of  their  doing  so? 

Martti  Koskenniemi,  The  Case  for  Comparative  International  Law’  (2009)  20  The  Finnish 
Yearbook  of  International  Law  1  -8 

Yves  Dezalay  and  Bryant  Garth,  ‘Corporate  Law  Firms,  NGOs  and  Issues  of  Legitimacy 
for  a  Global  Legal  Order’  (2012)  80  Fordham  Law  Review  2309-2346 


8.  Geographies  of  hope,  transgression  and  reform  for  international  law 

What  spatial  phenomena,  relations  and  motifs  have  been  associated  with  hope, 
resistance  and  change  in  international  law?  To  what  extent  has  international  legal  hope 
come  to  reside  in  the  courtroom,  for  example?  Where,  in  the  materials  that  you  have  read 
for  this  course,  or  your  other  studies  of  international  law,  have  you  been  inclined  to  locate 
potential?  What  (if  anything)  might  work  in  legal  geography  contribute  to  the  reform  or 
rethinking  of  international  law?  How  would  you  formulate  an  ‘ideal’  research  and  scholarly 
agenda  for  international  legal  work  in  this  regard? 


Reading: 

Italo  Calvino,  Invisible  Cities  (1974)  96-97,  161-163  (as  extracted  in  Gerald  E.  Frug  (ed), 
Local  Government  Law  (2nd  ed.,  1994)) 

Michel  Foucault,  ‘Of  Other  Spaces’  (1986)  16  Diacritics  22-27 
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